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n thiz arilsi's rendering of the aew Urban Health Plan facllty n Longeood, the balkding
will b six sbovies high and will accommodate 20,000 new palients.

A clinic grows in
the South Bronx

BY DANIEL BEEKMAN
DALY NEWS WRITER

ATIOMEGR{IWM health networl is dow-
Trlibg its ciapocity Lo serve the South Rronx.

Urhan Heatth Plan has raised $55.5 mil-
linn fo build a new, six-story facility on
Simpson 5t in Longwood,

With the 54,000-sguare-foct  clindc,
UHE expeets to add 20,000 new patients
atd dowible its niimber of anbual primary
care visits w400 000

Paloma Hemandez, the network's
CED, soid the new Bcility “will make it
possible for us to continue to ... improve
dte health cutcomes of our community."”

ATHT plans 1o brealt seound nesxt manth
and open the new clinic in about two
VEATs.

Founded by the legendacy South Bronh
phiwsician Richard Trguisrdo in 1974,
UHF cwrenfly operates a clinic around
the comer, on Southem Blsd, But the
space is overllowing with patients suffer-
ing from cheonis diseases such as olresity,
diabetes and hypertension, said Hertat-
dez.

The Bronx is the state’y least healthy
courdy, accarding to recett health re-
ports.,

“We've oulprown our eiisling facmlity,”
said Hemandez,

The nebworlds goal i 1o keep poor pa-
tients without health insursnce out of
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elergeticy tooms, trodgh free kesong. x-
ercise clazses and cheelups, UHP patients
can see primary care physicians and some
spreialists,

Amanda Pinales first visited UHP eight
years apo. She was at a drag store with her
hushand, buying & home pregnancy test
when anather shopper recommended the
Southcm Blvd, clinic, which offers free
tests,

“We'te been there ewer since,” said
Pinales, 31, of Paskchester, a mother of
thres who has taben' parenting and note-
tion claszes through UHP,

To build its new clipie, UHP is relying
on a hendful of funding sources, including
4 $12 million federal stimulus grant, men-
ey Fromt the City Council, allocatons by.
slate Sen. Ruben Diax Br. amd Boraagl:
President Ruben Diaz fr, and millicns in
financing i the form of federal éax credits.

Enterprise  Community [nvestment,
Monpralit Finance Fund and Stonchenpe
Community Development teamed up with
Goldman Sachsto allocate the cradits,

The new clinic will more than triple the
number of vxam ronms in UHPs exisling
Langwood clinic fram 55 to 169, UHP al-
&0 pperates clinics in Hunts Poinl and Co-
roin, (uesns.

The projeet, slated fa be built on what is
i a parking lob, is expected to create
230 construction jobs and 1 10 pernmanent,
full-time jobs for doctors, wedical azsis-
ks ared rooeplionisls.
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